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my opinion, nothing can be more unworthy of the honour of
this house, or more unsuitable to the character which those
who sit on this bench ought to desire, than to agree to any
vote which may have the most distant appearance of ap-
probation.

That a bill drawn up for the reformation of manners, for
the restraint of a predominant and destructive vice, for
the promotion of virtue, and the enforcement of religion,
ought, at least, to be calmly and particularly considered;
that the laudable endeavours of the commons ought not to
be discouraged by a precipitate and contemptuous rejec-
tion of the measures which they have formed for the attain-
ment of a purpose so important, is, indeed, a specious and
plausible method of persuasion; but, my lords, it can affect
only those who come to deliberate upon this bill without
having read it.

A very slight and cursory perusal of the bill, my lords,
will dissipate all the mists which eloquence can raise, it
will show that the law now proposed can neither be useful
nor ineffectual, but that it must operate very powerfully,
though in a manner by no means agreeable to its title.

To prevent the excessive use of any thing, by allowing
it to be sold without restraint, is an expedient which the
wisdom of no former age ever discovered; it is, indeed, a
fallacy too gross to be admitted, even by the most incon-
siderate negligence, or the most contemptuous stupidity;
nor am I at all inclined to believe, that the commons will
impute the rejection of this bill to our disregard of virtue,
or think that we have defeated any endeavours for the
suppression of wickedness.

It has been affirmed, that though by the bill the sale is
permitted, it is permitted only because it cannot be hin-
dered; and that the price is raised so high, that, though
the lawful venders may be-multiplied, the number of the
purchasers must be diminished. But even this argument,
like all others that have yet been advanced, is confuted by
the bill itself, from which the tax now proposed appears to
be such ,as, when subdivided by the small measures in
which retailers sell these liquors, will scarcely be per-